
The Storyteller Radio Broadcast

The Shepherd Song with Soapy Dollar (Apache)

(Soapy Dollar) Many people are very much afraid these days of really different things. But in particular we're 

looking at the threat to our health and to our very lives, but if the Lord is your Shepherd. He brings assurance. 

He brings peace. He brings confidence that you know that you belong to Him and that He is going to walk with 

you through whatever danger we might face. 

(Program Host Introduction)  Sago – skinnagoga. Welcome to The Storyteller.  From the deserts of the 

Southwest to the frozen tundra of the north and all across this great land there are stories - true stories of First 

Nations people whose lives have been changed forever… who are following Jesus Christ without reservation.  

Join us now as we listen to The Storyteller. 

(Soapy Dollar) Do you recognize that voice - Tom Claus -  the voice that welcomed listeners to The Storyteller 

for many years before you heard mine. Well, these are interesting days aren't they? Perhaps you're wondering 

where this is all leading and where you will be when everything is said and done.  Friend, there's no better time 

than now to make sure that you are at peace with our Creator.  Throughout history crisis has been used by our 

God - our Creator - to get people's attention and these are indeed trying times for all of us. And as we were 

praying about the coronavirus Psalm 23 came to our minds - this beautiful Psalm in the Bible that talks about 

the Lord being Our Shepherd.   Let’s take just a moment to think about this young shepherd boy named David 

who wrote Psalm 23. He is a courageous young shepherd. He can handle a sling. He learned early on to fight off

wild animals,  lions and other predators... wolves and so on that might attack his sheep. He grew up keeping 

sheep and protecting sheep. And later he was able to use his skill with a sling to free his Nation from the 

oppressive Philistines and this Giant Warrior named Goliath that he had to face. I know many of our tribes 

across the nation across the continent here are well acquainted with shepherds/sheep as a part of many of our 

cultures in our tribal experiences. So we wanted to use Psalm 23 as a little bit of a message tonight for all of us. 

And we thought that perhaps this psalm (song) from the Bible could speak to the fear and the uncertainty that 

we are enduring -  that we are experiencing and that we - all of us together - can find peace with God and realize

that we don't have to be in this moment alone. We don't have to travel alone without hope, without 

encouragement. Listen to Psalm 23. The Lord is my shepherd. I shall lack nothing. He makes me lie down in 

Green Pastures. He leads me beside Still Waters. He restores my soul. He guides me in the paths of 

righteousness for his namesake, even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death. I will fear no evil

for You are with me.  Your rod and your staff they comfort me.  You prepare a table before me in the presence 
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of my enemies.  You anoint my head with oil. My cup runs over.  Surely goodness and loving kindness shall 

follow me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the Lord's House forever. Notice that all of these promises 

all of these assurances that God gives to David - it's because the Lord is his Shepherd. Is he your Shepherd? 

Some of you know a little bit of my story. I'm Mescalero Apache.  A little 19 year old girl on the reservation 

found herself with-child and time came to give birth. She went up to the big city of Albuquerque and New 

Mexico gave birth to this beautiful bouncing genius baby boy, and then she abandoned me at birth. And another

lady found me and took me in - a fortune teller. She married five times. She got me when she was separated 

from her third husband, but she either found me on the streets and rescued me or… we don't know exactly all 

that came about for her to come into possession of this little baby, but she took me in and kept me for the first 

five years of my life. She couldn't afford to keep me and take care of me adequately perhaps. She was a little 

insecurity at that time, but she passed me around to a lot of different people. She had adult children by her first 

marriage other people co-workers and people that she knew.  I lived with 16 different families before I was six 

years old and since her name was Dollar I've always accused her of passing the buck, but that... I'm pretty sure 

that's where the expression came from. But after 5 years I had been passed around and all these different living 

experiences she was successful in getting me placed into a home for homeless and delinquent boys, 400 hairy-

legged guys living in the two thousand five hundred acre ranch. We were milking the cows and slopping the 

hogs riding the horses out in West Texas and that's where I went to live at five years of age and it became the 

only home I ever knew growing up. Princess Babe Hawk - the name of the woman who had taken me in - was 

killed in a car accident when I was eight years old and so all those 400 boys became my brothers and we grew 

up together and we know a little bit about hogs and cattle and sheep. We took care of these animals a and so I 

am familiar with the fact that sheep are very helpless creatures. They're quite weak, they’re quite vulnerable. 

And so early on as I read this Psalm 23 I could identify with the life of sheep.  While living there at the ranch 

that's when I came into a relationship with God. I heard the message - the simple message of God's love, the 

problem of sin, the solution that God had given to that sin by sending His son Jesus and I - by faith I began my 

relationship with God the Creator through faith in Jesus, His Son, and my Savior.  And I began to read the Bible

and I identified with the shepherd here. I understood about sheep and how they are so weak and helpless. 

There's another wonderful passage in the scriptures, Isaiah chapter 53 talks about sheep and shepherds as well 

and says all we like sheep have gone astray. We have turned everyone to our own way - away from God - and 

that God has laid upon Him our sin - our iniquity. And through... later on in the passage says that by His stripes 

by His suffering we find healing and new life and that's what happened in my life - by my faith and trust in God

and what He had done for me through His son Jesus - my sins were forgiven and I became a new person. I was 

no longer just this little minority race kid with no family. No background. No father. No mother. No... just a 

drop of water in the great sea of humanity.  I was now a child of the King Himself - a child of God and a man of
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destiny. God himself owns me. He said you're not your own you've been bought with a price now, Soapy, you're

My child and so that thought - that truth began to change my whole life and I began to understand that God is 

with me. He's protecting me. He's guiding me.  I began to trust Him and follow Him and He made just such an 

incredible difference in my life growing up there with all the other boys and not only experienced a great deal of

success in His presence - in His joy and a great deal of healing in my personal life because of the pain and the 

difficulties I had gone through earlier on... there was a great deal of healing that took place and God began to 

mold me and shape me and kind of rub off those rough edges of my life and bring me to understand that I'm His

child that I am a man of destiny - that He has His hand upon me. One of the things I learned as I was growing 

up from my experience on the ranch is that sheep need a shepherd. They're helpless, weak creatures - as I was - 

and that I needed guidance. I needed protection.  And one of the wonderful things about Jesus and His message 

is that He said I am the Good Shepherd - that He is the One who has laid down His life - the Good Shepherd 

lays down His life for the well-being of His sheep.  And I found great comfort in that Jesus has me in His hands 

that even if it comes to the idea of death itself, which every one of us will have to face in some way in some 

day… I know in this particular moment they’re many of us in the native community… we struggle with 

diabetes. I know I do my I have take medications for that and so on - and other things that we have to struggle 

with - illnesses or difficulties or challenges of life and to know that we have a Shepherd... Someone Who is 

there to protect us and guide us and even ultimately to take us through the valley of the shadow of death and on 

end to spend all the days of our life, even for eternity to know that we will go to dwell in our Lord's House 

forever.  That message resonated in my life even as a young boy. And now I these many many years later after 

walking with Jesus and experiencing His guidance and protection and through the ups and downs and all the 

adventures of life… I have faced fear and a threat to my health, to my life... later on... the darkness of 

depression and hopelessness. But even in all of that the only hope and the thing that brought me through each of

and every one of those experiences, was the fact that God Himself is my Shepherd.  He was walking with me 

when there was no hope in any other place…  He was my hope and He brought me through.  He is still worthy 

of my faith, and our trust and He brings great comfort and encouragement to me even in these difficult, troubled

times.  Many people are very much afraid these days of many different things. But in particular we're looking at 

the threat to our health and to our very lives, but if the Lord is your Shepherd He brings assurance. He brings 

peace. He brings confidence that you know that you belong to him and that He is going to walk with you 

through whatever danger we might face. And ultimately, as it says in verse 6, surely goodness and loving 

kindness will follow me all the days of my life and even beyond this life, beyond the door of death, I will dwell 

in the Lord's House forever. I would particularly like to draw your attention to what David said about walking 

through the valley of the shadow of death.  Among the First Nations people here many of our culture's 

understand about a spirit world, curses or darkness, and threats to our well-being.  But David says even though I
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walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil. As the Bible points out, we don't have to fear

spirits or curses or darkness or anything else if the Lord is our Shepherd.  Why?  Because He - our Creator - is 

with us and He is greater than the spirits or any other threat that might come to us because He is the Creator.  If 

the Lord isn't your Shepherd then you have no access to His power and the promise of His presence and His 

peace with us in these difficult times. And in what lies beyond this life when you take your last breath as you 

inevitably will do someday. We don't know what tomorrow holds for any of us, but your Eternal future can be 

secure if you will put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ - the Good Shepherd who gave His life for the Sheep. 

Jesus Christ bore our sins in His body on the cross so that He could present us faultless to God - so that we can 

have peace with Him.  If you're trusting in anything or anyone else God says you're lost and without hope and 

will face eternal judgment. But that's not what He wants for you.  That's not why Jesus came.  He wants to be 

your Shepherd.  He wants you to be with Him forever.  Listen to what He says: For God so loved the world that 

He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For 

God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world but that the world through Him might be saved.  

Won't you put your trust in Jesus and be saved?  If you are interested in knowing more I want you to visit our 

website www.withoutreservation.com and just click on the tab “new life”.  You can also write to us at The 

Storyteller PO box 1001 Bemidji Minnesota 56619.  Our phone number is 877-766-4648.  That's 877-766-4648.

You can also find us at www.facebook.com/withoutreservation.  Thanks for listening and remember the greatest

story took place at the cross for the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Take care my friends. Be safe, be well, and be sure to join us again next time as we listen to The 

Storyteller.

© Without Reservation (www.withoutreservation.com) Permission granted to reproduce and freely distribute this resource provided
you do not alter the content in any way.  This copyright statement must be included on all reproductions.  For Special permissions
or more information, please email us: info@withoutreservation.com

Page 4 of 4


